
Week 1: Saving Mr. Banks

M A I N  I D E A :   Dealing with or releasing the past in order to take hold of  
            what God has for our present and future.

W E L C O M E   1 0  M I N U T E S
Every culture around the world has always found a way to tell stories. Movies 
have become one the biggest forms of story-telling in our culture. About 1.24 
billion movie tickets were sold in 2017 in the United States. That averages 
to about four movie tickets per person last year. And that number is a 25 
year low and doesn’t touch the number of movies seen in homes. We are a 
movie-obsessed culture. Another question you can ask: Why are we a movie 
obsessed culture?

W O RS H I P   1 0  M I N U T E S
The two options are there for however your group is bent towards worship. 
Some worship through song, prayer, celebration or something else. Pick an  
option that would help your group put your eyes on God during this time and 
ready their hearts for this week’s discussion.

W O R D   3 0  M I N U T E S
1.  If most of your group attended service and saw the message this week, 

this might be a good question to help get people’s memory jogged. 
Research shows that if people articulate what they’ve learned they are 
more likely to retain it.

2.  If you already read this passage for the worship time, acknowledge 
you’re going to read it again but focus more on what the Word is saying 
about God and the imagery of creating life.

3.  This question is a bridge between God’s Word (2,3) and how our real 
lives are changed (4,6,7).

4.  Leader’s Note: Make note that being an “encourager” and a “fixer” 
are two entirely different things. Trying to “fix” where we aren’t asked 
for help can hinder future honesty. This can be a powerful moment 
for people to be vulnerable. As a leader, help set the stage by being as 
vulnerable as you can. Not everybody will bare their soul, but you can 
influence whether this question helps your group be a safe place for 
people to carry one another’s burdens.

5.  It’s important to note that this isn’t just “one day in heaven” but what 
God is actively bringing to the world through his Church. There will come 
a day when sin, death, pain, and suffering are eradicated, but God uses 
his Church to bring the kingdom of heaven to Earth right now in our 
midst.

6.  Help people dig deeper than “keep your eyes on Jesus”. What does that 
mean? How do we live that out?

7.  Helping people to find a role in God’s kingdom will help people take an 
active role in bringing God’s transformation to us and our community. 
Seeking holiness without application is like practicing basketball without 
ever playing a game. Getting in the game gives us a goal for which to 
train!

W O R KS  1 0  M I N U T E S
1.  Let people take some time to write this down, or follow up with them 

next week. This can be helpful. Something vague like, “Become more like 
Christ” is good but can be hard to know how to accomplish. It’s easier to 
run hard after something when you know the destination.

2.  Get everyone on board to serve during Serve Week. Pick a project as a 
group or see if families would be willing to partner up to sign up together. 
This is such a great opportunity to serve our community and grow in 
fellowship.

Biblical texts from this weekend’s message:
Isaiah 43:18-19, Philippians 3:13-14, 2 Corinthians 5:17.

L E A D E R   G U I D E


