
MAIN IDEA
Jesus’ agenda was to mobilize his people (the church) freed from legalism, full of 
grace.

WELCOME  10 MINUTES

What has the church (Summit or any/all churches you’ve attended) meant to you 
in your faith journey?

WORSHIP   5 MINUTES

It is God’s grace, love, and forgiveness that is powerfully shown through Jesus. 
Spend some time worshipping God for these things. Suggested songs: (1) “Good 
Grace” by Hillsong United (2) “Simple Gospel” by United Pursuit (3) “One Thing 
Remains” by Passion (4) “Amazing Grace” by Chris Tomlin (5) or a Classic Hymn.

WORD 50 MINUTES

1. Read Matthew 23:1-4. What was Jesus condemning in this passage? What 
might this look like in today’s church culture?

2. Read Matthew 23:5-10. How is pride and vanity being called out? Why does 
Jesus do this?

3. Read Matthew 23:11-12. Who is the greatest in the kingdom? What might 
this look like in the church or community of faith today?

4.  How can we take this example of “who’s the greatest” more seriously?

5.  Read Matthew 23:13-15. How can we truly help people enter the kingdom 
of heaven? How do we make sure our converts aren’t called “children of 
hell”?

6.  Read Matthew 23:23-24. Where might we be guilty of being sticklers over 
certain things in our faith, but neglect the bigger picture or more important 
matters?

7. Read Matthew 23:25-28. It is very easy to put on a mask or manage 
our outward appearance. What are the inward characteristics Jesus is 
condemning? How can we create safeguards as Christians to make sure we 
wouldn’t be described the same way by Jesus?

8. Read Matthew 23:29-39 (it would probably help if everyone read this 
together). It’s tempting to think that if we had lived in the past, we would 
have been among the faithful or would have been a part of the movement 
of God. However, even in the first century people would say this yet miss 
what God was doing right now and not see what he wanted for them today. 
How do we keep a humble heart to make sure we are continuing to have 
fresh eyes for what God is doing right here in our time? How can we hand 
down our faith to the next generation instead of being a part of a “desolate 
house”?

WORKS  5 MINUTES

• Acts 2:42 Challenge: Continue to give as much of yourself to: 1) coming 
to church, 2) spending daily or regular time in the Bible and in prayer, 
and 3) coming to your LIFE Group as often as possible. Let’s continue 
to spur one another on in our devotion to the Lord during this season.

• Use this topic of how Jesus is unique to share with others what Jesus 
means to you in this life. Whether it be a family member, neighbor, or 
co-worker, you can tell someone how Jesus has made an impact in your 
life without having to have all the answers about him.
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