
MAIN IDEA
Many Christians lean toward one of the two extremes: sacrificing truth for the sake 
of grace, or sacrificing grace for the sake of truth. Jesus was able to love all people 
and yet still hold onto truth.

WELCOME  5 MINUTES

Do you have a story of when someone’s grace or forgiveness took you by surprise 
or meant a lot to you?

WORSHIP   10 MINUTES

Worship is our response to God. Many of our LIFE Groups are partaking in the 
Acts 2:42 challenge together during this Group season. The challenge is that we 
would devote ourselves to: 1) coming to church, 2) spending daily or regular 
time in the Bible and in prayer, and  3) coming to our LIFE group as often as 
possible. Share with the group about how you’ve seen God or been stirred by 
God this past week. It can be through something you’ve read in the Bible, a time 
spent in prayer, a sermon or podcast you heard, or a book you’re reading. After 
we’ve spent some time sharing, have three people pray for God to continue to 
move in our lives and show himself to us as we devote ourselves to him.

WORD 50 MINUTES

1. Read Matthew 9:10-13. What does this passage show us about Jesus’ heart 
and character?

2. Many of us have not sat down and heard the story of someone in the 
LGBTQ+ community. Let’s watch this video and hear the story of Christians 
in this conversation. Watch Episode 1 of “Messy Grace” on RightNow 
Media.

3. What sticks out to you about the stories heard in the video?

4.  Read John 8:1-11. This story is an example of how Jesus walked the line 
of grace and truth. What sticks out to you about this story?

5.  In verse 11, Jesus abstains from condemning and then invites her to 
leave her life of sin. He stands in both grace and truth. How can this be 
a hard tension to find in our relationship with others?

6.  Like our story in Matthew 9 shows that Jesus was one to “eat with 
sinners.” A lot of times it seems that the expectations of Christians is 
to “behave, believe, then belong.” But what if we flipped the priorities 
like Jesus? What if we invited people to “belong, believe in Jesus, then 
behavior will follow”? How could you approach your relationships in 
this way? How could you increase in mercy believing that God will do 
the convicting and changing?

WORKS  5 MINUTES

• Act 2:42 Challenge: Continue to give as much as yourself to: 1) coming 
to church, 2) spending daily or regular time in the Bible and in prayer, 
and 3) coming to our LIFE group as often as possible. Let’s continue to 
spur one another on in our devotion to the Lord during this season.

• Messy Grace Videos: Feel free to watch the last three videos of “Messy 
Grace” on RightNow Media and hear the stories of people who are 
asking how Jesus and the LGBTQ+ community intersect.
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