
W E L C O M E   1 0  M I N U T E S
The most common answers will probably have to do with accepting Christ 
and marriage. To help diversify the answers to this question here are some 
other key decision points: accepting a job, making a major move, choosing a 
college, an ethical decision, implementing a discipline in your life like reading 
the bible or working out daily(ish), taking a stand on an issue, or investing in 
a friendship.

W O RS H I P   1 0  M I N U T E S
Concerning the two options, both deal with psalms that talk about God as 
our source of direction and place of comfort. Whether it is through music 
or reading, when we allow God to direct our steps and protect us, it will be 
more natural for us to do the right thing and trust God with the cost.

W O R D   3 0  M I N U T E S
1.  The two questions were 1) “Will you make the right choice, the 

courageous choice, even when it’s costly?” 2) “Will you make the right 
choice repeatedly?”

2.  Living a life worthy of the gospel does not mean that we are saved 
by good works. Rather, it is in response to Jesus’ work of salvation on 
our behalf that we are called to live according to his standard out of 
gratefulness.

4. Example story:  In 1983, Kansas City Chief running back Joe Delaney died 
while trying to save three boys from drowning even though Joe couldn’t 
swim. Joe left behind a wife and two little daughters. Sometimes making 
the right decision carries a high cost for us. Sometimes knowing decisions 
are costly will stop us from doing the right thing. This is an extreme 
example, and Joe’s sacrifice was universally praised, but a lot of times 
the choices we make will go unnoticed and uncelebrated. However, we 
know our God sees it. (Added note: the one boy Joe saved would go on 

to be arrested and battle a life with drugs. Some would say the boy didn’t 
go on to live a life worthy of the sacrifice Joe made. Could the same be 
said about us with Jesus? Does that inspire us all the more?)

5.  Security of salvation aside, the main point in these passages is about 
the deliberate decisions we make when it comes to sin. The cross is 
not simply a “Get Out of Hell Free” card that we can play while we just 
live the life we want. If the conversation in your group takes this route, 
Romans 6 might be a good extra passage for your group to wrestle with.

W O R KS  1 0  M I N U T E S
1.  Depending on your group culture, you can either have people name 

out loud who they are planning on inviting or keeping an accountability 
relationship with, or encourage them to write a name or two down and 
lovingly encourage them to make a move on this within a week.

2.  Help mobilize and encourage your group for the Easter Prayer Vigil. Be 
positive and excited and that attitude will be infectious.

3.  Make sure people are aware of this opportunity with the international 
students so they can start planning accordingly. Also, consider setting 
the example yourself!

L E A D E R   G U I D E

Week 2: Pilate’s Balcony—A Place of Decision


