
WEEK 3: FEAR OF FAILURE

WELCOME
As you think back over your life, what’s something you thought would be 
fun, important, or right to do but you didn’t try to do it because you thought 
it couldn’t or wouldn’t work out? How do you feel about that decision now?

WORSHIP
In Jeremiah 32:26-27 the Lord affirmed a prayer of Jeremiah’s saying, “I am 
the LORD, the God of all mankind. Is anything too hard for me?” Have three 
individuals give one reason this is good to remember. Before continuing in 
the Word, give praise to God in prayer for the truth (and consequences) of 
these words to Jeremiah that are also for us.

WORD
Before meeting: look at Exodus 3:1-4:17 and underline phrases that catch your attention.

1. Read Exodus 3:1-10. This week, Josh looked at Moses as someone who, 
out of fear or lack of confidence, tried everything he could to avoid 
stepping into God’s calling. From Exodus (chapters 3 & 4) or Josh’s 
message, what did you come to appreciate about how God works in 
our lives?

2. From the following verses in Exodus note each objection Moses has to 
what God wants him to do. 

 3:11    3:13   
 4:1    4:10      4:13

3. In general, how did God respond to Moses each time he tried to avoid 
the assignment (God’s call)?

4. There are several thoughts to consider in a statement Josh made. “Our 
desire for clarity is actually a desire for a different answer. We know 

what God is asking us to do, but we’re afraid to move forward because 
there is the fear that we might fail.” What part of this is close to home 
for you?

5. Romans 12 is a chapter the Lord has had in front of us a church since 
last fall. Verse 3 says, “Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you.” In addition to 
not thinking too much of ourselves, in what other way would sober 
judgment thinking get us where God wants us?

6. What’s the “best thing” that could happen in each of the following 
worse case scenarios?

• You apologize for your part of a misunderstanding (or worse) with a 
friend or family member—and they ridicule you more.

• You apply for an assignment at work that would normally be reserved 
for someone with more qualifications—and you don’t get it.

• You’ve never done it before but you offer to lead this Life Group 
when the regular leader can’t be here—and no one shows up.

7. What is the initial reaction Moses has when God gets his attention 
(Exodus 3:1-5)?

8. In Exodus 33 (verse 18), Moses asks to see God’s glory. It seems that 
Moses no longer has the fear of his early encounter with God (burning 
bush, Ex 3:1-5). What do you think accounts for the change?

9. By implication (from #8), what can happen in our relationship with 
God when we are obedient to the challenges God calls us to? Is there 
something—small or large—that you would like to try or try to be 
obedient to?  

WORKS & WITNESS
Do you know someone who has (had) a dream about doing something, but 
they seem to have given up on it? Is there a way you can encourage them to 
get back in the ring? Maybe they don’t need to get back in the ring, they just 
need to know someone appreciated the effort they made.


